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Congratulations! 
The SD Board of Regents announced on April 25th that Dr. Barry Dunn, 
Dean of the College of Agriculture and Biological 
Sciences, Director of SDSU Extension, and Professor of 
Animal Science at South Dakota State University, was 
appointed SDSU’s 20th president.  He holds a 
bachelor’s degree in Biology (1975), a master’s degree 
(1977) and doctorate (2000) in Animal Science, all from 
SDSU.  In a letter to SDSU students, colleagues, friends 
and stakeholders Dr. Dunn said “Being president of South Dakota 
State is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity that I absolutely appreciate. 
For me, it is also deeply personal, as I proudly and happily represent 
and embody the incredible and limitless opportunities this University 
provides to those who seek them. As your next president, I am eager 
and honored to support others in their unique pursuits to discover, to 
serve and to achieve.” Congratulations to Barry, his wife, Jane, and 
their two sons. 
 
Graduate student Stephanie Perkins, presented a seminar 
prior to her successful M.S. defense on April 15.  The title of 
her presentation was Characterization of Small RNAs in the 
Seminal Plasma of Beef Bulls with Predicted High and Low 
Fertility.  Stephanie studied under the direction of Dr. 
Michael Gonda. 
 
Graduate student Jesse Fulton, presented a seminar prior to 
his successful M.S. defense on April 15.  The title of his 
presentation was The effects of pre-weaning and post-weaning 
copper and zinc source on feedlot performance carcass 
characteristics, and meat quality of beef cattle.  Jesse studied 
under the supervision of Dr. Amanda Blair. 
 
Graduate student Eric Jolitz, will present a seminar prior to 
his M.S. defense on May 26.  The title of his presentation 
was Evaluation of the hypothalamic kisspeptin system throughout 
the estrous cycle and during the attainment of puberty in gilts.  
Dr. Jeffrey Clapper is Eric’s supervising professor. 
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Upcoming events 
• • • 
June 5-7 -   Session 1 
 SDSU Youth Livestock Judging 
 Camp 
 
June 12-14 -    Session 2   
 SDSU Youth Livestock Judging 
 Camp 
 
August 22 - Fall Semester 
 begins 
 
September 16 – Open House 
 new Cow/Calf Education & 
 Research Facility 
 
September 17 -   Beef Bowl 
 
September 20 - Animal Science 
 Scholarship Banquet, Swiftel 
 
September 27-29 – Extension Fall 
 Conference 
 
September 28 – Ag-Bio  Career 
 Fair 
 
October 1 – Open House new 
 Swine Research & Education 
 Facility 
 
October 22 - Hobo Day 
 
March 31-April 1, 2017    Little I  
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Welcome New Employees 
Chelsea Sorenson began as the new Professional Advisor in Animal Science on May 16. Chelsea 
graduated with a Master of Education from SDSU in 2016, with a thesis on The relationship of 
growth mindset and goal setting in a first-year college course.  Chelsea has also served as an Assistant 
for Student Engagement at Augustana College for the past year.  Chelsea’s responsibilities will 
include serving as advisor for all Animal Science majors except first-year students, along with 
some recruiting.  Stacy Hadrick, Faulkton, SD began work as an Extension Associate on a grant for Dr. 
Ken Olson of the Rapid City Regional Office.  Kevin Jerez Bogota began work as a lab tech in the Rumen 
Microbiology Lab under the supervision of Dr. Tofuko Woyengo.   
 
Welcome Graduate Students 
Venkata Bandarupalli, of India, received his M.S. degree from Marshall University, 
Huntington, WV.  He is pursuing his Ph.D. in Rumen Microbiology under the direction of Dr. 
Ben St-Pierre.  
 
Alejandro Casella has begun M.S. graduate studies in Ruminant Nutrition.  He is from 
Santa Rosa, Argentina where he was formerly employed as a technical representative for the 
animal feed industry.  
 
Jung Wook Lee, is pursuing his Ph.D. in Swine Nutrition under the direction of Dr. Tofuko 
Woyengo.  He completed his M.S. studies in 2015, University of Illinois, under the supervision 
of Dr. Hans Stein. Jung is from Seoul, Korea. 
 
Ron Navales, is from Laguna, Philippines and received his B.S. from the University of 
Philippines in 2011.  He has begun M.S. graduate studies in Swine Nutrition under the direction 
of Dr. Crystal Levesque. 
 
Jamie Ortman, has begun M.S. graduate studies in Swine Nutrition under the direction of Dr. 
Crystal Levesque.  She is from New Philistine, IN and received her B.S. in Animal Science from 
Purdue University in 2014. 
 
Grady Ruble, of Albert Lea, MN is pursuing his M.S. degree in Ruminant Nutrition 
under the direction of Dr. Robbi Pritchard.  He received his B.S. in Animal Science from SDSU in 
2015. 
 
Cheyenne Hron is pursuing her M.S. degree in Rumen Microbiology under the direction of Dr. 
Ben St-Pierre.  She is from Bellevue, NE and received her B.S. in Animal Science from 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln in 2015 
 
 
Condolences 
We express our sympathy to Veronica Shriver, Animal Science Senior Computer Support Specialist, on 
the loss of her father James Harlan Shriver on February 26 in Brookings, SD.  Jim served many years in the 
U.S. Navy before retiring to a small farm north of Brookings where he enjoyed gardening, following the 
Jacks, and especially family genealogy.  His wife Connie passed away in 2015. 
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Our sympathy to the family and friends of Vincent “Vince” Ries, formerly of Stickney, who passed away 
May 6 in a kayak accident.  He graduated from SDSU in 2015 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Animal 
Science and a minor in Range Science.  He is survived by his wife, Ivory of Fort Morgan, CO. 
 
Pork Classic 
Thank you to all who attended and/or assisted at Pork Classic on 
Saturday, February 6. Over 600 people were served a delicious BBQ pork 
loin sandwich meal, with loins donated by Smithfield Foods.  It was great 
seeing so many retirees and friends!  Twenty pork bundles, also donated 
by Smithfield Foods, were sold.  In all, approximately $8,000 was raised 
with proceeds going toward Animal Science scholarships.  Special thanks to Bob Thaler, Jeff Clapper and 
Crystal Levesque for organizing this event. 
 
Lamb Bonanza 
The 24th annual Lamb Bonanza was held on February 27th at Frost Arena on the SDSU Campus. The 
popular lamb products, leg of lamb sandwiches and a lamb spread on 
crackers, were served to over 700 basketball fans by Animal Science staff and 
SD Sheep Growers’ Association members. Six lamb pelts were auctioned 
during the men’s halftime with proceeds supporting undergraduate 
scholarships in the Departments of Animal Science and Athletics. The pelt 
auction average was $1,075 setting a new all-time Lamb Bonanza record!  
Thanks to all who supported the event including the successful pelt auction 
bidders: Jon and Theresa Beastrom, Pierre; Dick and Shelly Rogen, Brandon; 
Kevin and Lucy Kephart, Brookings; Aaron and Mary Bowne, White; Blake 
and Sheryl Meshke, Lake Crystal, MN; and Dominic and Hannah Walkes, Brandon. The Lamb Bonanza 
undergraduate scholarship program currently awards $5,000 dollars annually.  
 
Celebration of Faculty Excellence 
 
 
 
 
 
This event was held February 16 in the University Student Union to honor faculty members in each of the 
university’s colleges for outstanding research, teaching and service.  Prior to the evening banquet, Dr. 
Rebecca Bott delivered the Sewrey Colloquium Service Lecture titled The Equitarian Project: Reaching 
Underserved Audiences in Our Backyard and Around the World.  The following Animal Science faculty were 
recognized at the banquet: 
• Dr. Michael Gonda – Tim J. Nichols Outstanding Undergraduate Advising Award. 
• Dr. George Perry – F.O. Butler Award for Excellence in Research 
• Dr. Cody Wright -- F.O. Butler Award for Excellence in Teaching. 
• Dr. Rosie Nold -- F.O. Butler Award for Service in Extension/Outreach  
• Dr. Robert Thaler -- Faculty Award for Global Engagement 
Photos by Emily Weber 
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ASAS Midwest Meetings  
Animal Science students performed well at the American Society of Animal Science Midwest Branch 
meeting held in Des Moines, IA March 13-16.  Pictured left are award winning undergraduate students 
Christy Mogck, second place winner in oral presentation Influence of semen handling on post-thaw sperm 
motility and Lacey Quail, third place winner in oral presentation Impact of initiating a fixed-time AI program 
on herd calving date and weaning weight. Dr. George Perry supervised both students.  
Olivia Kendall, F’15, under the supervision of Dr. Rebecca Bott, gave an oral 
presentation, The effect of diet on serum antibody response to vaccine in horses.  Graduate 
students with oral presentations were Agatha Ampaire, Effect of altered lysine: energy ratio 
during gestation on wean pig growth performance; and Emmalee Northrup, Impact of elevated 
preovulatory estradiol during a fixed-time AI protocol on uterine environment and embryonic survival to day 16. 
Graduate student Jenna Kincheloe presented a poster titled Impacts of early weaning and winter feeding 
strategy on cow-calf performance.  Graduate students attending were Erin Beck, Maverick Fiene, Jacob 
Koepeke, Jung Wook Lee, Jerica Rich, Jessica Reiners, Emily Scholtz, Megan Webb, and Casey 
Zangaro.  Also attending were Drs. Rebecca Bott, Derek Brake, Joe Cassady, Jeffrey Held, Crystal 
Levesque, Rosie Nold, Ken Olson, George Perry, Robert Thaler, Julie Walker, Tofuko Woyengo as well 
as Heidi Carroll. 
 
Women of Distinction 
Several women from Animal Science were nominated for the 2016 Dr. 
April Brooks Woman of Distinction Awards.  They were honored at the 
Award Tea held March 29.  Pictured L to R:  Dr. Julie Walker, graduate 
student Stephanie Perkins, undergraduate students Lacey Quail and 
Cheyenne Edmundson and Dr. Rebecca Bott.   
 
Little International 2016 
The 93d Little International “On a Mission to Protect the Tradition” 
was held April 1-2.  Gary Haiwick, a rancher from Highmore, SD 
was named Honored Agriculturalist.  Gary, an SDSU Animal 
Science alumnus, received his B.S. in 1963, M.S. in Animal 
Nutrition under Dr. Embry in 1965.  Emma Christenson, Milbank, 
SD was given the Pete Pritchett Memorial Award.  Dr. Cody Wright was chosen Ag & Bio Teacher of the 
Year.  An alumni reception was held in the Animal Science lobby during the afternoon on Saturday prior 
to the Saturday evening events.  For more award winners and pictures check 
http://www.sdsulittleinternational.com/.  Mark March 31-April 1, 2017 on your calendar for next year’s 
Little I. Dalen Zuidema, Blomkest, MN will serve as Manager and Kendrah Schafer, Goodhue, MN as 
Assistant Manager.  
 
Celebration of Achievement 
The SDSU Chapter of Gamma Sigma Delta held a Celebration of Achievement and Initiation Ceremony on 
April 4 in the Volstorff Ballroom, University Student Union. Among those participating in the student 
poster competition were graduate students Brooke Brunsvig, Effect of stocking rate on performance, diet 
selection and apparent total-tract digestibility among heifers grazing cover crops; Jessica Reiners, Effects of acidity 
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and silage type on lysine retention among two lipid-coated ruminally protected lysine 
products; and Ethan Blom, Impact of metabolizable protein source on pancreatic enzyme 
activity in finishing cattle fed dry-rolled corn-based diets.  Also participating were 
undergraduate students Molly Renken, The effect of oregano essential oil 
supplementation in sows; and First Place Winner, Undergraduate poster, Lacey Quail, 
pictured left, Impact of Initiating a Fixed-Time AI Program on Herd Calving Date and Weaning 
Weight.  Warren Rusche, pictured above right, presented My Three Keys to Success in 
Extension.  Dr. Rebecca Bott received recognition as 2014-2015 Past-President; Cheryl 
Beste, pictured right, received the 2016 Honorary Service Award; Dr. Michael Gonda, 
pictured left, received the 2016 Faculty Award in Teaching.  New initiates of 2016 
include graduate student Megan Webb.  
Photos by Lora Berg 
 
Institutional Program Review (IPR) 
The IPR of the Department of Animal Science was held April 6-7.  The review team members included Dr. 
Kreg Leymaster, Estes Park, CO; Dr. Stephen Ford, Laramie, WY; Dr. Rhonda Miller, College Station, TX; 
and Dr. Kendra Kattelmann, Brookings, SD.  The team met with University and departmental 
administrators, Animal Science faculty and staff, undergraduate and graduate students, as well as several 
external stakeholders. After studying our budget, curriculum, student enrollment, and faculty 
assignments, they toured the education and research facilities, animal units and laboratories.  A final 
assessment report with recommendations will be issued by the review team.  The Department of Animal 
Science was last reviewed in the spring of 2008. 
 
Annual Bull Sale 
The 2016 bull sale was held at the SDSU Cow/Calf Unit on 
Friday, April 8.  Those attending the sale enjoyed a beef 
sandwich lunch prepared by the SDSU Block and Bridle Club.  
Dr. Cody Wright’s Seedstock Merchandising class was 
responsible for the preparation and coordination of the sale.  
Twenty-nine bulls were sold, the overall average sale price was $4,646.55.  The high seller was a 
SimAngus bull that went to West Virginia for $7,000. 
 
Annual Hampshire Sale  
The 6th annual SDSU Hampshire sale was held on May 5-6 using an on-line 
auction format.  Twenty lots were offered this year with the average selling 
price at $400; the top selling animal was a fall ram lamb going for $750. While 
most animals were sold to South Dakota breeders, the volume buyer was 
Iowa State University with the purchase of five spring ewe lambs. The SDSU 
Hampshire flock is the oldest established flock of Hampshire sheep in the U.S! Thanks to Ann Kolthoff, 
SDSU Sheep Unit Manager and the undergraduate students employed at the Sheep Unit for the excellent 
presentation of the consignment for the on-line auction! 
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Wool Judging Team 
 2016 SDSU Wool Judging Team pictured L to R:  Grady Ruble, Coach; Kaley Nolz, 
Mitchell, SD; Amy Beckstrand, Waldorf, MN; Josh Brown, Peterson, MN; Callie 
Kukuchka, Belle Fourche, SD; Jamie Beckstrand, Waldorf, MN and Joe Cassady, 
Animal Science department head.  At the National Western Stock Show the team 
finished ninth overall and placed fourth in the hand spinning competition. 
 
Meat Judging Team 
SDSU Meat Judging Team pictured L to R:  Dani Evers, Sioux Center, IA, 
assistant coach, Maggie Vander Laan, Beresford, SD; Rachel Duermeir, 
Artas, SD; Jordyn Clark, Little Rock, IA; Halley Becking, Florence, SD and 
coach Heather Rode.  Back row from L: Kyler Johnson, Baltic, SD; and 
Andrew Berg, Pipestone, MN.   
 
 
Livestock Judging Team 
2016 SDSU Livestock Judging Team at the National Western Stock Show in 
Denver, CO.  Back row, L to R:  Coach Joshua Cribbs; Lucas Stalcup, 
Ashland, MT; John Bray, Lawsonville, NC; Dallis VanderWal, Volga, SD; 
Tyler Jensen, Aurora, SD; Tyler Dolieslager, Doon, IA; Nick Delaney, Lake 
Benton, MN; Levi Becker, Northrop, MN and Justin Murray, Buffalo 
Center, IA.   Front row, L to R:  William “Merritt” O’Connor, Paxton, NE; 
Kelly Morrison, Belle Plaine, MN; Wyatt Smith, Adair, OK; Lindsay Utter, 
Wheatland, WY; and Tony Munsterteiger, Ogilvie, MN. 
 
Livestock Judging Camp 
SDSU Youth Livestock Judging Camp will hold two sessions in the Animal Science Arena.  Session 1 is 
scheduled for June 5 – June 7 with Session 2 scheduled for June 12 – 14.   Both sessions are open to 
students ages 8-18 years.  Information and a registration form can be found at http://www.sdstate.edu/ars/  
or contact Joshua Cribbs, SDSU Livestock Judging Coach at joshua.cribbs@sdstate.edu. 
 
Rodeo Team 
This spring the SDSU Rodeo Team held the Jackrabbit Stampede home rodeo April 8th and 9th with 4,831 in 
attendance for all three performances.  The next four weekends the team traveled to Lincoln, NE; 
Spearfish, SD; Hastings, NE; and Dickinson, ND during finals week. They ended the year with the 
Women’s team 3rd and the Men’s team 5th in the Great Plains Region.  Seven team members qualified and 
will be going to the College National Finals Rodeo in Casper, Wyoming June 12th- 18th.  Tarin Hupp of 
Huron, SD qualified for her 4th CNFR in goat tying, making it every year of college.  Her sister Jacey Hupp 
also qualified as a freshmen and has a chance to match her sister.  Other qualifiers are: Team Roping- 
Newt Bruley, Willow Lake, SD; Gannon Gustafson, Hanley Falls, MN; Reece Wientjes, Mound City, SD; 
Bareback Riding- Jim Bob Ellsworth, Ft. Thompson, SD; Saddle Bronc Riding- Cody Miller, Dillon, MT.  
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News…. 
 
Louis, M.S. 2010, and Ashley Muench welcomed a daughter Emerson Doris Muench 
born December 28, 2015.  She weighed 6 lbs. 7 oz. and joins big sister Riley (4).  
 
The Swine Club invited Dr. Eric Berg, NDSU Animal-Meat Scientist, to visit 
campus on February 25.  Dr. Berg was selected to testify at the federal hearings regarding the 
USDA 2015 Dietary Guidelines.  While at SDSU he spoke in several classes and labs and gave a 
speech titled Eating Like a Pig: The Role of Meat in the Human Diet at the Performing Arts Center 
with approximately 400 people in attendance. 
 
Dr. Keith Underwood, has been elected by his peers to serve on Faculty Senate.  He joins current 
senators Drs. Michael Gonda and Bob Thaler representing the ABS College. Others continuing to 
serve on University committees include Dr. Cody Wright, Academic Affairs Committee and Dr. 
Bob Thaler, Environmental Stewardship and Sustainability Committee, at-large representative. 
 
Dr. George Perry’s beef reproduction and efficiency research was featured in the Winter issue 
of Growing South Dakota, the SD Ag Experiment Station research magazine.  Click on  
http://pubstorage.sdstate.edu/Epub/growingsdwinter2016/index.html to access the article. 
 
 
Dr. Benoit St-Pierre, pictured right, presented Investigation of microbial communities in anaerobic 
manure digesters at a Spring 2016 Life Science Seminar which is supported by the SD Ag 
Experiment Station. 
 
The Horse Club and SD Horse Council co-sponsored a Horse Driving Clinic April 23 with SDSU alum, Joe 
Biren of Dakota Thunder Shires, relating his experience of being in 
the 2016 New Year’s Day Rose Bowl in Pasadena, CA with a six 
horse hitch.  Dr. Larry Insley discussed a three horse hitch of 
Norwegian Fjords.  
 
Six Animal Science students were among those honored at the South Dakota Veterinary Medical 
Association and SDSU Veterinary and Biomedical Sciences Department 
Stethoscope and Scholarship Ceremony for SDSU Pre-Veterinary 
students accepted to veterinary schools. The ceremony was held April 
29.  Erica Houska, Sioux Falls, SD, and Brittney Schlaikjer, Dell Rapids, 
SD, have been accepted to Iowa State University; while Andie Vsetecka, 
Cresco, IA and Olivia Kendall, Jordan, MN have been accepted to the University of Minnesota.  Ross 
University has accepted Allison Marnette, Aberdeen, SD and Megan Violand, Moorpark, CA has been 
accepted to Mississippi State University.  Pictured L to R: Brittney Schlaikjer, Oliva Kendall, Haley 
Peterson, Morgan (Spronk) Vogt, Sarah Muirhead, Andie Vestecka, and Allison Marrette. Photo by Emily Weber 
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Equine Teaching Facility 
The Equine Facility and Jen Eide, manager, was host to many elementary student field 
trips this spring.  April and May were busy months for faculty, staff and students at the 
Unit with the arrival of three colts and three filly’s. Five have been named:  Haze, 
Scarlet, Walker, Luciana and Luca.  
 
 
Cow/Calf Education and Research Facility 
Construction is complete! Staff will be moving in soon, computer 
systems and scales are functional and certified, seeding is being done 
and additional work on pasture fencing will take place this summer.  
An open house will be held September 16. 
 
Swine Education and Research Facility 
Construction is progressing as expected.  Gestation stalls are in.  An open house has 
been scheduled for October 1 with a noon BBQ. 
 
Meat Lab 
The Meat Lab hosted meat judging contests for high school students during Little I, Minnesota Regional 
FFA, and South Dakota FFA this spring.  SDSU Facilities has begun remodeling the animal handling area 
by removing old pipes and concrete floors. Dr. Underwood expects the work to be completed in three 
weeks. 
 
Research and Creative Activity Day 
Poster presentations at Undergraduate Research Scholarship and Creative 
Activity Day (URSCAD) held April 18 included Animal Science undergraduate 
students pictured left: Brittney M. Schlaikjer: Shift of foal gut microbiota 
throughout the first few months of life and Megan E. Graf: Identification of 
alterations in foal intestinal microbiota at different stages of life. 
The students were co-supervised by Dr. Rebecca Bott and Dr. Ben St-Pierre.  
The purpose of URSCAD is to encourage, promote and recognize faculty and 
student involvement in undergraduate research at SDSU.  
 
Animal Science Experiential Learning 
The Department hosted a reception the afternoon of April 18 to recognize the participation and 
accomplishments of students involved some experiential learning activities, including serving as 
Undergraduate Teaching Assistants, completing Undergraduate Research, and contracting for Honors 
credit.  During the reception students had the opportunity to visit with faculty and current graduate 
students.  Several students presented posters, while others completed their requirements by writing a 
reflection paper for the supervising faculty, or presenting at other venues.  These students are pictured with 
the posters they presented, left to right, Hattie Cramer, TA for AS101-Introduction to Animal Science; 
Hunter Klontz, TA for AS241- Introduction to Meat Science, Christy Mogck, TA for AS101-Introduction to 
Animal Science and research project with Dr. George Perry, and Callie Kukuchka, Honors contract for  
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AS101.  Others involved that day, but not pictured, include Josh Kirchenbauer, TA for AS241; Hope Petry, 
TA for AS345-Value-Added Meats, and Dalen Zuidema, TA for AS332-Livestock Breeding and Genetics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Graduation Recognition Event 
Sixty-four undergraduate graduation candidates (spring, summer and December), and their families were 
invited to attend a recognition event in the Animal Science Complex on Friday, May 6 beginning at 3:30 
p.m. with tours of classrooms and laboratory areas.  Vans departed the building at 4:00 p.m. and didn’t 
return until almost 5:30 p.m., indicating the interest and questions in the new Cow-Calf and Swine 
units!   A presentation highlighting our graduates was run continuously in Room 126 where snacks and 
appetizers were available.  Dr. Joe Cassady provided an official welcome at 5:30 p.m., presented the 
students and invited them to come forward and introduce themselves and their family as well indicate 
their future plans. Two Animal science undergraduates, Cheyenne Edmundson and Lacey Quail, 
graduated with highest honor at SDSU’s graduation ceremony May 7.  Lacey and Olivia Kendall (F’15) 
received Van D. & Barbara B. Fishback Honors College Distinction.  Jessica Goeken and Hunter 
Henderson were recognized as Mortar Board members. 
 
Animal Science Spring 2016 Graduation Candidates 
 
Lindy Artz Castlewood, SD 
Katie Boote Fairview, SD 
Emma Christensen Big Stone City, SD 
Carol Daniels Estherville, IA 
Jessica Eibs Henderson, MN 
Jenna Feifarek Renville, MN 
Teil Glaus Chamberlain, SD 
Jessica Goeken Utica, SD 
Audree Golombeski Rock Rapids, IA 
Braden Grefe Fairmont, MN 
Nicholas Haiwick Ankeny, IA 
Savannah Hansen Redfield, SD 
Hunter Henderson Blooming Prairie, MN 
Mandy Hoistad Havana, ND 
Kelsey Hokanson Cannon Falls, MN 
Erica Houska Sioux Falls, SD 
Hannah Jensen Canton, SD 
Jennifer Johnson Flandreau, SD 
Ross Julson Quinn, SD 
Ty Jurgenson Dawson, MN 
Andrea Kimball Princeton, MN 
Nicolette Kindt Brookings, SD 
Josh Kirchenbauer Clear Lake, MN 
Sara Kleyer Rock Valley, IA 
Jacob Korzeniewski Box Elder, SD 
Kayla Larson Bryant, SD 
 
Shelby Larson Flandreau, SD 
Kaitlyn Latham Flandreau, SD 
Nathan Lynn Lismore, MN 
Charles Maanum Graceville, MN 
Allison Marnette Aberdeen, SD 
Sarah Mayes Minneapolis, MN 
Trent McKee Arlington, SD 
David Plaziak Deephaven, MN 
Lacey Quail White, SD 
Andrew Rausch Hoven, SD 
Jeremy Reisdorfer Magnolia, MN 
Kelsey Repenning Mitchell, SD 
Chase Rieken Fullerton, NE 
Baily Ringgenberg Columbia, SD 
Brittney Schlaikjer Dell Rapids, SD 
Casey Jo Shippy Colome, SD  
Ellin Stolp Oronoco, MN 
Jon Tauer Morgan, MN 
Shaela TeKrony Wheaton, MN 
Brooke Thompson Hot Springs, SD 
Olivia VanEssen Edgerton, MN 
Kaylee Wegner Faribault, MN 
Brandon Weidert Lismore, MN 
Samantha Welu Milroy, MN 
Katherine Youngdahl  Maple Grove, MN 
Shyanne Zaragoza Ruthven, IA 
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2016 Australia Ag Travel Class 
 
 
Dr. Julie Walker and Ethan Blom went with 16 students from SDSU on an ag travel class to Australia 
May 9-22.  Read about their experiences on their travel blog at http://2016newzealandag.blogspot.com/ 
 
2016 China Ag Travel Class 
 
Drs. Robert Thaler, Don Marshall and Erin Cortis traveled with 25 students to China in May. Read about 
their experiences on their travel blog at http://sdsu2016chinaagtravel.blogspot.com  
 
 
Travel Notes 
January 6-7, MCCCA 121/S-061 Multi-State 
Committee on Swine Nutrition   Dr. Crystal 
Levesque attended.  
 
January 6-11, Western National Roundup 4-H Horse 
Classic, Denver, CO   Dr. Rebecca Bott serves as 
chair of the 4-H RoundUp. 
  
January 14-18, National Western Stock Show, Denver, 
CO   Dr. Joe Cassady attended collegiate judging 
events and awards ceremonies.  
Others attending were Josh Cribbs 
and the Livestock Judging Team; 
Heather Rode and the Meat Judging Team; Grady 
Ruble and the Wool Judging Team. 
 
 
 
 
 
January 22-31, Equitarian Workshop, Puerto 
Jimenez, Costa Rica   Dr. Rebecca Bott presented at 
international research and extension seminars.  She 
conducted a pilot study of validity of Henneke BCS in 
working equids.  Traveling with her and assisting in 
the study were undergraduate students Jordan 
Nichols and Brittany Schlaikjar. 
 
January 25-28, National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association, San Diego, CA   Dr. Joe Cassady 
attended the annual Department Heads meeting in 
conjunction with the NCBA. 
 
January 26-28, Toronto/London, Ontario, Canada   
Dr. Robert Thaler spoke at several swine conferences. 
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January 29-31, American Sheep Industry Association 
Convention, Scottsdale, AZ   Dr. Travis Hoffman 
attended as part of the ASI Young Entrepreneurs 
Program. 
 
February 6-7, ASAS Southern Section Animal 
Science Meeting, San Antonio TX   Dr. Joe Cassady 
attended ASAS Board of Directors meeting which was 
held during SSAS. 
 
February 16-19, National Pork Board, Des Moines, 
IA   Dr. Joe Cassady attended the meeting. 
 
February 16-19, Reproductive Meeting, Aurora, NE   
The title of Dr. George Perry’s presentation was 
Factors that Influence Reproductive Success in Beef Cattle. 
  
February 21-26, LEAD21 Leadership for the 21st 
Century, Washington, DC   Dr. Cody Wright 
attended the final session in a series of three 
leadership training sessions. 
 
February 23-24, Reproductive Meeting, Aububon, IA   
Dr. George Perry gave a talk titled Reproductive 
Efficiency and Fetal Programming. 
  
March 4, Minnesota Association of Meat Processors 
Convention, St. Cloud, MN   Serving as judges in 
product competition at the convention were Drs. 
Keith Underwood, Travis Hoffman, graduate student 
Megan Webb and meat lab manager Adam Rhody. 
 
March 11, Wisconsin Dairy and Beef Well-being 
Conference, Madison, WI   Heidi Carroll gave two 
presentations at the conference. 
 
March 13-16, American Society of Animal Science 
Midwest Section meeting, Des Moines, IA     
Attending were 
Drs. Rebecca Bott, 
Derek Brake, Joe 
Cassady, Jeffrey 
Held, Crystal Levesque, Rosie Nold, Ken Olson, 
George Perry, Robert Thaler, Julie Walker, Tofuko 
Woyengo, as well as Heidi Carroll and graduate 
students Agatha Ampaire, Erin Beck, Maverick 
Fiene, Janna Kincheloe, Jacob Koepke, Jung Wook 
Lee, Emmalee Northrup, Jerica Rich, Jessica Reiners, 
Emily Scholtz, Megan Webb, Casey Zangaro. 
Undergraduate students Christy Mogck, Lacey Quail 
and Olivia Kendall,(F’15), also attended. 
April 1-6, Experimental Biology Conference, San 
Diego, CA   Dr. Crystal Levesque serves as an 
organizing committee member of the Experimental 
Animal Nutrition Research Interest Section of the 
conference.  
 
April 4, Animal and Grassland Research and 
Innovation Centre, Teagasc, 
Grange, Dunsany, Co. 
Meath. Ireland   Dr. George 
Perry attended and spoke 
on Role of Preovulatory Estradiol in Cattle Fertility. 
 
April 7, British Society of Animal Science, Chester 
England   Dr. George Perry 
attended and spoke on 
Control of Puberty and 
Breeding Management of Beef Heifers for Pregnancy 
Success 
 
April 11, Reproductive Meeting, St. Anthony, ND   
Dr. George Perry shared research data regarding the 
impact of vaccination on reproductive success. 
 
April 13-15 Plains Nutrition Council Annual 
Conference, San Antonio, TX   Dr. Robbi Pritchard 
attended the conference. Also attending was graduate 
student Ethan Blom. 
 
April 7-9, National Meat Animal Evaluation Contest, 
Lincoln, NE   Dr. Rosie Nold served as official for the 
Meats portion of the contest.  
April 22-24, American Youth Horse Council 
Symposium, Lexington, KY   Dr. Rebecca Bott serves 
on the board of directors.  
 
April 26-27, Extension Risk Management 
Training/Transporter Quality Assurance Advisor 
Certification, Ft Worth, TX and Des Moines, IA  
Heidi Carroll attended training workshops as 
required by grants/advising. 
 
 
“Like” us on Facebook at: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Animal-Science-
Department-South-Dakota-State-
University/259477894091902 
 
Submitted by Carol Kleinjan, Editor 
